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Blueprint
Design in 

all its many 
forms

Elegant carriage
Turning a tiny space into a big opportunity for 

graceful, energy-efficient living By Nathan Alderman
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Pamela DeGuzman and Stefan Bekiranov 
didn’t want much: A little extra storage 
space for their cul-de-sac house in North 

Downtown. A garage, at long last. Maybe a small 
apartment above it for the older kids in their 
recently blended family to live. And, hopefully, 
flooring that didn’t end up looking orange.

Two and a half years and one global pandem-
ic later, they got a lot more than they bargained 
for from architecture firm Gehrung + Graham: 
A slim, beautiful carriage house that boasts strik-
ing treetop views, refined interiors, and state-of-
the-art eco-friendly construction to keep its 
heating and cooling bills low. 

“It’s so beautiful and so airy and so lovely, 
with the high ceiling, the huge windows.  
The view from that front window—have you 
seen that front window?” PAMELA DEGUZMAN

“It’s so beautiful and so airy and so lovely, with 
the high ceiling, the huge windows,” says DeGuz-
man. “The view from that front window—have 
you seen that front window?”

The carriage house, nested above a one-car 
garage and laundry room, feels at once cozy and 
spacious, open to light but intimate and private. 
A living area overlooks the driveway, while a 
sleeping area gets a great view of the main 
house’s backyard. Between the two, a small 
kitchen with elegantly hidden appliances and a 
bathroom with a glass shower break up the space 
and provide a little privacy. Their lower volumes 
contrast the openness of the pitched ceiling 
above, which lets light and air pass freely 
throughout the structure.
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your comfort… 

their
future!

Call for your FREE energy saving consultation today.
Improving your comfort and ensuring their future since 1988!

434-979-4328
www.airflow-hvac.com

Your Green HVAC Company

F R E E  F I N A N C I N G  T H I S  W I N T E R  W I T H

SAME-AS-COLD-CASH
Replace that old heat pump or invest in a Geothermal System and 

save money this winter. Scan the QR code to find out how you can save money 
and energy with no-finance charges, or give us a call to speak with an energy consultant today.

Call today for a no-cost consultation 
on how Airflow Heating and Air can

improve your comfort and ensure their future!
Be comfortable & save   

— High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems 

Lower energy bills  
— Home Energy Diagnostic Audits  

Reduce carbon & 30% Tax Credit  
— High Efficiency Geothermal Systems

Improving your comfort and ensuring 
our future since 1988!

“Tune-Up”
Program...

& never pay full price either!
Call today and save 10% off your
HVAC scheduled maintenance and start 
saving money on energy bills too!

Never worry again with our
Improving your comfort and ensuring 

our future since 1988!

“Tune-Up”
Program...

& never pay full price either!
Call today and save 10% off your
HVAC scheduled maintenance and start 
saving money on energy bills too!

Never worry again with our

Thanks to Airflow’s partnership with Pearl Certification, we’re now able to bring

you even more benefits that increase the efficiency and value of your home. Through 

this partnership, we ensure that the equipment we’ve installed is documented and 

certified by Pearl Certification, an ENERGY STAR Partner that works with the National 

Association of Realtors and the Appraisal Institute.

Congratulations! Airflow Heating and Air 
just added value to your home.

A recent study found that Pearl Certified Homes command a 
5% sales price increase over comparable homes. 

pearlcertification.com 
Pearl is proud to work in partnership with:

Your Pearl Certification 
Includes:
3 Signed certification report with 

 unique certification number

3 Certification report that 

highlights equipment installed 

with product information and 

photos

3 Appraisal Institute’s Green & 

Energy Efficient Appraisal 
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Architects Alisha Savage and Mark Graham, 
working with contractors at Dwell Construc-
tion, had to navigate a lot of challenges to work 
this particular bit of magic. The small lot and 
steep-banked backyard made siting tricky 
without running afoul of zoning laws. The 
COVID-19 pandemic temporarily brought 
construction to a standstill. And in keeping 
with Gehrung + Graham’s environmentally 
friendly ethos, Savage and Graham had to find 
ways to stay within DeGuzman and Beki-
ranov’s budget while maximizing the house’s 
energy efficiency.

By running computer models before they 
started building, Savage and Graham could see 

which construction options produced the best 
efficiency without breaking the bank. The result-
ing house is built to be as airtight as possible, 
with outside surfaces and windows that mini-
mize how much heat or cold seeps from the 
house’s exterior to its interior, and vice versa. 

Keeping the inside temperature stable and 
strictly limiting air leakage, means the carriage 
house requires a smaller, less power-hungry 
HVAC system to keep occupants comfortable. 
Giving the house’s well-insulated walls, floors, 
and roof fewer places for heat to enter or escape 
also cuts down on the chances that condensation 
or mold will form inside them, making the 
house more durable and easier to maintain.

“With its particular constraints and objectives, 
this carriage house is shaped by and unique to its 
context,” Savage says. “We hope the project brings 
something both complementary and special to 
this already unique and vibrant neighborhood.”

The passage of time meant that some as-
pects of the finished house didn’t quite turn 
out the way DeGuzman and Bekiranov had 
planned. For one thing, the kids they hoped 
would stay there grew older and lost interest 
in the space. Instead, the carriage house now 
entertains a near-continuous stream of guests 
as an in-demand Airbnb.

And the floors? Not even remotely as orange 
as DeGuzman had feared.
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